ANNOUNCEMENTS
COVID-19 Guidelines: The Safety and Sanita on Commi ee met on Tuesday April 20 with the
following recommenda ons (approved by the Church Council on April 21):
1. Masks are no longer mandatory for ac vi es held inside the church, however, members are
s ll encouraged to wear them at their discre on for their own personal safety.
2. Members are required to sit in the pews that are marked for a endance to assure social
distance during our worship. Please follow this request.
3. Members are required to dismiss according to rows star ng from the back and moving toward
the front a er worship. Please wait to be ushered out.
4. Maintaining a safe social distance is s ll encouraged upon entering, exi ng, and moving about
the building for all ac vi es held inside the church.
5. Members are encouraged to sign up on a weekly basis for worshipping on Sundays, especially
for the Sundays that we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.
6. Members are encouraged to use the hand sani zer that is provided throughout the church and
thoroughly wash their hands a er using the restrooms.
Congrega onal Mee ngs: Please mark May 9 and May 23 on your calendars. Each mee ng will
cover one topic. May 9 will discuss the calling of a new pastor, whether it be for a full- me pastor
or a part me re rement call. The di erent op ons will be outlined for discussion. May 23 will
discuss the updated cons tu on that the commi ee has recommended for approval.
Prayer Chain: We encourage anyone who would like prayers to be said on their behalf to no fy
Jim Daubert (920) 685-6592 or Ann Gosdeck (920) 509-7656.
Thank you: Our thanks (a li le late) to Timothy Krause for providing the altar owers last week in
honor of his sister’s wedding on Saturday.
Office Hours this week:

Pastor John E. Seelman
Cell 920-495-3259
O ce 920-233-1379
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OUR STEWARDSHIP OF GIFTS

Immanuel Lutheran Church
338 N. Eagle Street
Oshkosh, WI 54902

immanuel-oshkosh.org

Fi h Sunday of Easter

May 2nd, 2021
Psalm 67

Worship Theme: Faith believes God’s Word and puts that Word to work.
Refrain:
Let the people praise you, O God. Let all the people praise you.

Opening Hymn: 227 “Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs”
1. Come, let us join our cheerful songs, With angels round the throne.
Ten thousand thousand are their tongues, But all their joys are one.

May God be gracious to us and bless us*
and make his face shine upon us;
may your ways be known on earth,*
your salva on among all na ons.
May the na ons be glad and sing for joy,*
for you rule the peoples justly
and guide the na ons of the earth.

2. “Worthy the Lamb that died,” they cry, “To be exalted thus.”
“Worthy the Lamb,” our lips reply, “For he was slain for us.”
3. Jesus is worthy to receive, Honor and pow’r divine;
And blessings more than we can give, Be, Lord, forever thine.
4. Let all crea on join in one, To bless the sacred name
Of him that sits upon the throne, And to adore the Lamb.
M:
The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you.
C:

And also with you.

Refrain:
Let the people praise you, O God. Let all the people praise you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C:
Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trus ng in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin,
and take away my guilt.
M:
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C:
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Let us pray.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain:
Let the people praise you, O God. Let all the people praise you.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day
M:

Then the land will yield its harvest,*
and God, our God, will bless us.
God will bless us,*
and all the ends of the earth will fear him.

Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta on,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
M:
Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.

M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord
with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
C:

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you
command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our
hearts may ever yearn for the las ng joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.
First Lesson: 1 John 3:18–24 (EHV)
God wants us to believe in Jesus and to love one another. The Spirit, as he gives us the power to
do both, assures us of our standing with God.
3:18 Dear children, let us love not only with word or with our tongue, but also in ac on and
truth. This is how we know that we are of the truth and how we will set our hearts at rest in
his presence: If our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts, and he knows
everything. Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have con dence before God.
We also receive from him whatever we ask, because we keep his commands and do what is
pleasing in his sight. This then is his command: that we believe in the name of his Son, Jesus
Christ, and that we love one another just as he commanded us. The one who keeps his
commands remains in God and God in him. This is how we know that he remains in us: We
know it from the Spirit, whom he has given to us.
Psalm of the Day: Psalm 67 (Spoken / Sung in unison)
The Holy Gospel: John 15:1–8 (EHV) (please stand)
The evidence of faith in Christ is a life of deeds of love. That “fruit” grows out of our fellowship
with Christ, and they mark us as his disciples.

Amen.

Closing Hymn: 162 “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word”

15:1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. Every branch in me that does not bear
fruit, he is going to cut o . And he prunes every branch that does bear fruit, so that it will bear
more fruit. “You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me,
and I am going to remain in you. A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the
vine. Likewise, you cannot bear fruit unless you remain in me. “I am the Vine; you are the
branches. The one who remains in me and I in him is the one who bears much fruit, because
without me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown away like a
branch and withers. Such branches are gathered, thrown into the re, and burned. If you
remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
My Father is glori ed by this: that you con nue to bear much fruit and prove to be my
disciples.”

1. He is arisen! Glorious Word! Now reconciled is God, my Lord;
The gates of heav’n are open. My Jesus did triumphant die,
And Satan’s arrows broken lie, Destroyed hell’s ercest weapon.
Oh, hear What cheer! Christ victorious, Rising glorious,
Life is giving. He was dead, but now is living!
Announcements and Dismissal
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A er the Gospel, the congrega on says:
C:
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Hymn of the Day: 576

“Spread, Oh, Spread the Mighty Word”

38He

ordered the chariot to stop. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water,
and Philip bap zed him. 39When they stepped up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
carried Philip away. The eunuch did not see him anymore, but went on his way rejoicing.
40Philip, however, found himself at Azotus. And as he went from place to place, he preached
the gospel in all the towns un l he came to Caesarea.

1. Spread, oh, spread the mighty Word; Spread the kingdom of the Lord
Ev’rywhere his breath has giv’n, Life to beings meant for heav’n.
2. Tell them how the Father’s will, Made the world and keeps it s ll,
How his only Son he gave, All from sin and death to save.

Sermon Theme: God Has the Perfect Savings Plan
1. He saves through His Word
2. He saves through His people
3. He saves through His Spirit

3. Tell of our Redeemer’s love, Who forever does remove
By his holy sacri ce, All the guilt that on us lies.
4. Tell them of the Spirit giv’n, Now to guide us on to heav’n,
Strong and holy, just and true, Working both to will and do.

Apostles’ Creed

5. Up! The rip’ning elds you see. Mighty shall the harvest be,
But the reapers s ll are few; Great the work they have to do.
6. Lord of harvest, grant anew, Joy and strength to work for you,
Till the gath’ring na ons all, See your light and heed your call.
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Sermon Text: Acts 8:26–40 (EHV)
26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go south to the road that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is an isolated area.) 27So he got up and went. And there was a
man, an Ethiopian eunuch, a court o cial of Candace, Queen of the Ethiopians, who was in
charge of all her treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship. 28He was on his way home,
si ng in his chariot and reading the prophet Isaiah.
29The Spirit told Philip, “Go over there and stay close to that chariot.” 30Philip ran up to it and
heard him reading Isaiah the prophet.
Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”
31The man replied, “How can I unless someone explains it to me?” And he invited Philip to
come up and sit with him.
32Now the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading was this:
He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he does not open his mouth. In his humilia on jus ce was denied him. Who will
talk about his genera on? For his life is taken from the earth.
34The eunuch said to Philip, “I ask you, who is the prophet talking about—himself or someone
else?” 35Then Philip began to speak. Star ng with that very passage of Scripture, he told him
the good news about Jesus. 36As they were traveling along the road, they came to some water,
and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What is there to prevent me from being bap zed?”

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
su ered under Pon us Pilate,
was cruci ed, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Chris an Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrec on of the body,
and the life everlas ng. Amen.

